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SUBJECT: TABLE TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS, 1979 

REF: SEOUL 5808 

1 . DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES INFORMATION ON STATUS OF 
TABLE TENNIS "INVITATION" AND ROK PLANS TO PARTICIPATE 
IN CHAMPIONSHIPS. IF POSSIBLE. 

2. AS BEST WE CAN TELL, YOMIURI CORRESPONDENT CALLED 
AT LEAST FOUR DEPARTMENT OFFICERS AND WROTE STORY 
IN TYPICALLY SPECULATIVE STYLE, INCLUDING A LIBERAL 
DOSE OF HIS OWN OPINIONS. FOR EXAMPLE, HE WAS 
ASKING QUESTIONS ABOUT WHETHER THE U.S. WOULD 
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"PRESSURE" THE ROK TO ATTEND THE CHAMPIONSHIPS IN 
PYONGYANG. THIS LINE MAY HAVE CREPT INTO HIS STORY. 

3. IN GENERAL, DEPARTMENT OFFICERS TOLD CORRESPONDENT 
THAT U.S. FAVORS NORTH-SOUTH CONTACTS, BUT THAT IT WAS 
NOT CLEAR THAT INVITATION HAD ACTUALLY COME FROM 
PYONGYANG. IF INVITATION WAS BONA FIDE, IT WOULD BE THE 
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FIRST SUCH EVENT IN THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN NORTH AND 
SOUTH KOREA. 

4. GIVEN FREE-WHEELING SPECULATIVE APPROACH OF 

YOMIURI'S WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT AND REPEATED PROBLEMS 

HIS STORIES ON KOREA HAVE GIVEN US, DEPARTMENT WILL 

USE PARTICULAR CAUTION IN RESPONDING TO HIS FUTURE 

KOREA INQUIRIES. VANCE 
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